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Weekly Test Lesson 7
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The History of the Electric Guitar

The electric guitar is one of the world’s most popular musical 
instruments. You have probably seen and heard an electric guitar in 
a rock band. Electric guitars make loud and exciting music. But did 
you know that the electric guitar is really just a new design of a very 
old instrument? The guitar has been around for a long time. The 
first guitars looked and sounded very different from today’s electric 
guitars.

Lyre
The guitar is an ancient instrument. The first guitar was called a 

lyre. It was made more than 3,000 years ago. It did not look much like 
today’s guitar. The lyre had a small box with two wooden arms. The 
arms came straight up from the box. Strings reached up between the 
arms. People plucked the strings just like people pluck guitars. A lyre 
made a soft, gentle sound. Lyres were very popular in Greece. They 
were also played in Africa. In Greece, the box of the lyre was made 
of wood. It was covered with animal skin. In Africa, the box was 
sometimes a large turtle shell.

First Guitar
Around 500 years ago in Spain, the first guitar we would recognize 

was built. These guitars had a wood box and one long piece of wood, 
called a neck. The neck held the strings. These guitars had many 
interesting and unusual shapes.
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Classical Guitar
Finally, the modern or classical guitar was born around 200 years 

ago. It had 6 or 12 strings and a hollow body. At first, the guitar body 
was small. The sound was not very loud. The guitar’s body became 
larger when more volume was needed for it to be used in dance 
bands. Today, there are many types of guitars. Today’s guitars usually 
have 6 or 12 strings. The guitar body may be small or large.

Neck

Strings Tuning
pegs

Acoustic Guitar
One special type of guitar is the acoustic guitar. It has a neck, 

tuning pegs, and 6 strings. It also has a thick, hollow body. This body 
has a sound hole to catch vibrations. This design helps the guitar 
make a better sound.
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Electric Guitar
The last major change to guitars came when electricity was added. 

The electricity increased the volume. The electric guitar has a small, 
solid body. But the sound is anything but small! The electric guitar 
still has some similarities to an acoustic guitar. It has a neck, 6 strings, 
and tuning pegs. It is also different from the acoustic guitar. The 
electric guitar produces its sound through an amplifier. So, it does 
not need a hollow body with a sound hole to make better sound. A 
cord plugs into the guitar to connect it to the amplifiers and speakers. 
Then, the knobs are used to control the volume and the tone. The big 
sound of the electric guitar helped create the sound of today’s rock 
bands.

Neck

Knobs that
control volume
and tone

Tuning
pegs
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 Read the sentences from the passage.

The guitar is an ancient instrument. The first guitar was 
called a lyre. It was made more than 3,000 years ago.

Which word is a synonym for the word ancient?

 old

 new

 cool

 popular

 Label each event from the story in the order in which it 
happened. The first event will be labeled 1, and the last event will 
be labeled 4.

  Guitars were plugged into amplifiers.
  The lyre was very popular in Greece.
  The classical guitar was invented.
  The first guitar was built in Spain.

 In which section would the author most likely discuss guitars that 
plug in?

 Lyre

 Classical Guitar

 Acoustic Guitar

 Electric Guitar



5 Grade 3

Name  Date 

Weekly Test Lesson 7
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 3
L E S S O N  7

 Why did the author include two images of guitars?

 to teach the reader to play guitar

 to display his or her favorite kinds of guitars

 to show how lyres are similar to guitars

 to show the differences and similarities of the guitars

 What do the images help the reader understand?

 Neither guitar has strings.

 Only an acoustic guitar has tuning pegs.

 The electric guitar does not have a neck.

 The acoustic guitar does not have knobs.

 Write a brief summary of the passage, including the most 
important events. Support your answer with details from the 
passage.

Reading
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 Choose the sentence that contains a spelling error.

 The cat skratched its neck.

 The boy sprinted to the finish line.

 The duck paddled over the stream.

 The girl threw the ball to first base.

 Ashton wrote a sentence about his plans for next weekend. Read 
the sentence and answer the question that follows.

I visited my grandma next weekend.

Which revision best corrects the error in grammar usage?

 Change visited to had visit.

 Change visited to will visit.

 Change visited to will visited.

 Change visited to had visited.

 Which sentence contains an error in grammar usage?

 The squirrel ran up the tree.

 The dog likes to chew on his bone.

 The man will hurry home yesterday.

 The girl will play for her recital tomorrow.

 Read the paragraph. Underline the two sentences that contain an 
error in grammar usage.

Claire has been working on a special science project to show 
the class. She work on the project every night last week. 
Claire had worked on it tomorrow. All her hard work will pay 
off!


