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Weekly Test Lesson 5
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Beethoven’s Life

Ludwig van Beethoven was born in 1770. He was born in Bonn, 
Germany. His family was very poor. They lived above a baker’s house.

Caspar and Johann were Beethoven’s two brothers. They were very 
good in school. Beethoven was not. He tried his best but could not 
learn his math lessons.

He was good at music. Beethoven began playing the piano and the 
violin when he was 4 years old. Everyone who heard him play thought 
he was wonderful.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a famous child musician. 
Beethoven’s father heard stories about Mozart. He wanted his son 
to become a child star like Mozart. Beethoven’s father pictured him 
playing for people all over Europe. His father wanted Beethoven to 
make a fortune for the family.

Beethoven’s father was stern and had a bad temper. He would 
mistreat his son. He often came home in the middle of the night and 
woke Beethoven up. He would order him to practice his music until 
morning.

When he was 10 years old, Beethoven played the organ in a church. 
Christian Neefe was the chief organist. He recognized that Beethoven 
was a great musician. He thought Beethoven needed a gentle, 
understanding teacher, so he became Beethoven’s teacher and friend. 
Beethoven asked to be the assistant court organist when he was 13. 
The court said yes even though he was young. He was paid to play in 
the church. When he was 16, Beethoven went to Vienna because he 
wanted to study with Mozart.
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Though not a famous child star like his father wanted, Beethoven 
did become a famous musician and music writer as an adult. He 
wrote and played a brand new kind of music that bowled people over. 
People said that they had never heard music like that before.

When he was 31 years old, Beethoven began to have a painful 
buzzing in his ears. He became almost completely deaf over the 
next few years. Beethoven was sad about his hearing loss but would 
not give up his music. He wrote what is thought to be some of his 
brightest, most cheerful music in the years following his hearing loss.

 Why did Beethoven’s family live above a baker’s house?

 They were poor.

 They were from Germany.

 The family owned a bakery.

 Beethoven’s father knew the baker.

 Read the sentences from the passage.

He would mistreat his son. He often came home in the 
middle of the night and woke Beethoven up. He would order 
him to practice his music until morning.

What does the word mistreat most likely mean?

 to speak or write about something

 to behave badly toward someone

 to make someone feel better

 to give guests food or drinks
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 Mark the boxes to match each cause with its effect.

To Study 
with Mozart

To Make 
Money To Practice

Beethoven traveled to 
Vienna.

Beethoven’s father woke 
him up in the middle of 
the night.
Beethoven asked to 
be the assistant court 
organist.
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 This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer 
part B.

 Part A

What caused Beethoven’s music to be well liked?

 It was original and different.

 It sounded like Mozart’s music.

 People had always liked the kind of music he played.

 Mr. Neefe liked Beethoven and his opinion was well 
respected.

 Part B

Read the paragraphs from the passage. Underline the two 
sentences that best support the answer to part A.

When he was 10 years old, Beethoven played the organ 
in a church. Christian Neefe was the chief organist. He 
recognized that Beethoven was a great musician. He thought 
Beethoven needed a gentle, understanding teacher, so he 
became Beethoven’s teacher and friend. Beethoven asked 
to be the assistant court organist when he was 13. The court 
said yes even though he was young. He was paid to play in the 
church. When he was 16, Beethoven went to Vienna because 
he wanted to study with Mozart.

Though not a famous child star like his father wanted, 
Beethoven did become a famous musician and music writer 
as an adult. He wrote and played a brand new kind of music 
that bowled people over. People said that they had never 
heard music like that before.



5 Grade 3

Name  Date 

Weekly Test Lesson 5
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 3
L E S S O N  5

Reading

 Read the sentences from the passage.

He wrote and played a brand new kind of music that bowled 
people over. People said that they had never heard music like 
that before.

Based on these sentences, what does the phrase bowled people 
over most likely mean?

 Beethoven’s music surprised people.

 Beethoven’s music knocked people down.

 Beethoven’s music was unpleasant to hear.

 Beethoven’s music was simple but interesting.

 Why was Beethoven such a good musician? Be sure to include 
details from the passage to support your answer.



6 Grade 3

Name  Date 

Weekly Test Lesson 5
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Grade 3
L E S S O N  5

Writing

 Choose the sentence that contains a spelling error.

 Maria and Ava visit Aunt Rosa’s house on Sundays.

 Maria and Ava will be at Aunt Rosa’s house in two houres.

 Maria and Ava wore blue dresses to visit Aunt Rosa’s house.

 Maria and Ava wore matching necklaces when they went to 
Aunt Rosa’s house.

 Which sentence contains a spelling error?

 Daniel helps his sister wash the dishs after his snack.

 Daniel ate peaches for a snack after school.

 Daniel washes two plates, a cup, and a fork.

 Daniel’s sister dries the glasses.

 Lee is writing a story. He wants to revise to eliminate any 
misspelled words. Read the paragraph from his story. Underline 
the three words that are spelled incorrectly.

When I got home from school, I saw that my mom had made 
one of her famous homemade apple pyes. I knew I might be 
able to have a piece for dessert, but I did not want to wait. I 
cut a big slic. I loved every bight.
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 Ricky wrote a story about a girl who helped her grandmother. 
Read the paragraph from Ricky’s story and complete the task 
that follows.

I found my grandmother’s glasses on the table. My 
grandmother lost her glasses. She had them when she was 
reading the newspaper. Then I found them.

Rewrite Ricky’s paragraph to be better organized. Be sure to 
include time-order words and details to make the events clear.


