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Weekly Test Lesson 15
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Ling’s First Day

Ling sat in a chair in his room and looked out the window at the 
busy city. It was very different from the small town where he had lived 
before Dad got a new job. Ling got up, grabbed his basketball, and 
tossed it up in the air and caught it. Then he sat down at his desk and 
looked at the pictures of his friends. He picked up his favorite one. 
It was a picture of him and his best friend Mateo playing basketball 
at the park. Ling sighed and put it back on his desk. He wouldn’t be 
playing in any basketball games here. He didn’t have anyone to play 
with, and there wasn’t even a place to play.

The next morning, Ling walked slowly into the kitchen for 
breakfast.

“Good morning, Ling,” said Dad as he poured milk and cereal into 
a bowl for his son.

“Mornin’, Dad,” replied Ling.

“Are you excited about your first day of school?” asked Dad.

“Not really,” Ling answered, a frown dancing around the corners 
of his mouth.

Dad asked, “Why not?”

“I don’t know any of the kids,” Ling replied.

“I am sure you will get to know everyone quickly,” Dad said.

Ling looked down at his cereal and slowly stirred it with his spoon.

“Is there something else that is bothering you?” asked Dad.

“Well, I don’t think I am going to make any friends because I don’t 
think I will like the same things as the kids here.”
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“I don’t think that is true. I bet that you will have a new friend by 
the end of the school day,” answered Dad.

Later that morning, Ling stood outside his classroom door, took a 
deep breath, and walked inside. “Welcome to the classroom, Ling,” 
the teacher said with a smile. She told the class his name, and then she 
pointed to a desk in the middle of the room and told him to sit there.

“Hiya, Ling! My name is Ana!” said a girl sitting across from him.

“Hi, Ana,” Ling said softly.

The morning went by quickly, and soon it was time for lunch.

“You can sit with me, Ling,” Ana said as they walked to the 
cafeteria.

Ling sat next to Ana and opened up his lunch box.

“Do you play basketball?” asked Ana, pointing to the basketball 
image on his lunchbox.

“I do, I mean I did before we moved here,” replied Ling.

“Cool! I play basketball, too,” Ana said.

Ling looked at her with surprise. “But where do you play?” he 
asked.

“There is a basketball court behind the school. My mom walks me 
to the school on the weekends, and I play with some of my friends.”

Excited, Ling said, “Wow! I didn’t know there was a basketball 
court here. I looked for one near my apartment building, but I didn’t 
find one.”

“Would you like to play with me and my friends on Saturday?”

“That would be great! I would love to!” Ling said.

Ana smiled and said, “My friends will like you as much as I do!”

Reading
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After school, Ling raced home to tell Dad about his first day. Dad 
had been right. He had already made a friend. He was sure that he 
would make new friends on Saturday, too. The kids in the city were 
not so different after all.

 Why does Ling feel sad?

 He is tired of looking out the window.

 He can’t get used to how busy the city is.

 The kids in the city are very different from his friends 
back home.

 He doesn’t have anyone to play with and there wasn’t even a 
place to play.

 Dad thinks Ling will make a new friend. What sentence best 
describes Dad?

 He feels sad.

 He feels silly.

 He feels upset.

 He feels hopeful.

 Mark the boxes to show whether each sentence from the passage 
is formal or informal language.

Formal Informal

“Mornin’, Dad,” replied Ling.

“Welcome to the classroom, Ling,” 
the teacher said with a smile.

“Hiya, Ling! My name is Ana!” said a 
girl sitting across from him.
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 This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer 
part B.

 Part A

Why does Ana invite Ling to play basketball?

 She wants someone new to walk to school with.

 She knows where the basketball court is. 

 She wants to be Ling’s friend.

 She likes to watch basketball.

 Part B

Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to 
part A?

 Ana says her friends will like Ling as much as she does.

 Ana’s mother walks her to the school on the weekends.

 Ana says the basketball court is behind the school.

 Ana plays basketball on weekends.
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Reading

 Read the thesaurus entries.

 clean adjective tidy, neat, spotless, pure, dirt-free; verb tidy, 
neaten, wash, bathe, scrub

happy adjective glad, cheerful, joyful, merry, excited

love verb adore, cherish, be fond of, care for, dote on

journey noun trip, tour, trek, jaunt, outing

Now read the sentence from the passage.

 Excited, Ling said, “Wow! I didn’t know there was a 
basketball court here.”

 Which word from the thesaurus entries could replace the word 
excited in this sentence from the passage?

 clean

 happy

 love

 journey

 How do Ling’s feelings change from the beginning to the end of 
the passage? Support your answer with details from the passage.
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Writing

 Read the paragraph and the question that follows.

 A hawk flew over a field and saw a rabbit. The hawk landed 
on a fence post. The rabbit looked up from eating some grass. 
Its eyes grow big with fear, and it ran away.

Which underlined word needs to be revised?

 flew

 landed

 looked

 grow

 Which sentence contains an error in grammar usage?

 Robert stayed home yesterday.

 Jessica will ate cake at the party.

 The duck family hurried across the street.

 The monkey grabbed the banana from the zookeeper.

  Read the sentences. Underline the three words that are spelled 
incorrectly.

 Mrs. Ortiz is our school nurse. She werks to keep students 
healthy. We go to her office if we get hert. She tells us to 
wash our hands. When we wash our hands, it removes the 
durt and germs.
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  Sasha is writing an essay about teachers. Read the draft of her 
paragraph. Then complete the task that follows.

 A teacher is a guy or lady who helps people. Teachers know 
a lot of stuff. They help kids with reading and writing. They 
help with science and history.

 Rewrite the paragraph using more formal language and linking 
words to connect ideas.


