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Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Applewood Community Center  
Is Searching for Talent

Can you tell jokes or dance? Can you sing pretty melodies or play an 
instrument? Can you juggle or do back flips? Whatever your talent is, 
Applewood Community Center wants you to show it off! This year’s talent 
show will be held on April 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the auditorium. The show 
is open to performers of all ages and backgrounds. Community Center 
president Carol Lopez explains, “We’re inviting everyone to take part in 
this exciting show. It doesn’t matter if you are an old pro or if you’ve never 
held a microphone. This is a night for everyone’s star to shine!”

This is the third talent show the center has hosted. Every year the 
show gets better and better. There are many acts throughout the show. 
Last year’s show included a band of jazz musicians, a cowboy who 
performed rope tricks, and a talking parrot. The first-place trophy 
went to a family of jugglers that included Mom, Dad, three kids, and 
a dog. They juggled sports equipment such as soccer balls, tennis 
balls, and even bowling pins. The evening’s funniest moment came 
when the dog stole a ball and ran off stage. “Some of the best parts of 
the show are unplanned,” says Lopez with a laugh.

There are prizes for first, second, and third place. Five judges 
choose the winners. Each judge will give three scores to each act. One 
score is for the level of talent shown by the performers. Are they good 
at what they do? Could they use more practice? The second score is 
for originality. Does the act show us something different and new, or 
have we seen the same act many times before? How much creativity 
does the act use? The third score is for the entertainment value. How 
entertaining and interesting is the act? Does it keep us laughing or 
on the edge of our seats? At the end of the talent show, the scores for 
each act are added up. The act with the highest score wins first place. 
In the case of a tie, the audience gets to cast a vote and help decide 
who the winner is.
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Applewood mayor Ron Ramirez served as a judge at the talent 
show last year. “It was a great night and lots of fun. Each act was very 
impressive,” remembers Ramirez. “However, it was also very hard to 
give fair scores. I wanted to give everyone a ten!”

This year’s judges will have a difficult task ahead of them. Several 
amazing acts have already signed up. They include a magician, a dog 
that does tricks, and a trampoline artist. The cowboy who performs 
rope tricks is going to return to try to win over the judges again. 
Several music students from the high school orchestra will also 
perform. This is the perfect place for them to display their skills. All 
of the performers have spent long hours practicing for the big night.

There are some terrific prizes for performers this year. The  
first-place winners will receive a gift card from Terry’s Toy and 
Hobby Shop. They will also be treated to dinner for four at the China 
Palace Restaurant. Second- and third-place winners will receive gift 
cards from Megafoods Grocery Store and from Sandy’s Sandwiches. 
All performers will get an Applewood Talent Show T-shirt just for 
participating. Be sure not to miss the special awards the judges give 
out, such as “Funniest Act” and “Best Teamwork.”

Come be a part of this thrilling night! Sign up at the Applewood 
Community Center or call for more information. “A special talent is 
like a gift,” says Lopez. “This show is a chance to share those gifts 
with others. It’s also a chance to see what gifts others have to offer.”
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 Read the sentence from the passage. Underline the word that 
best helps readers know that the president is stating her opinion.

Community Center president Carol Lopez explains, “We’re 
inviting everyone to take part in this exciting show.”

 Read the sentence from the passage.

It doesn’t matter if you are an old pro or if you’ve never held 
a microphone.

What is the best definition of the word microphone?

 something used to make a call

 something used to make sound louder

 something used to hold a thing for a distance

 something used to write about something you are good at

 Which sentence is a fact?

 This is the third talent show the center has hosted.

 Every year the show gets better and better.

 The evening’s funniest moment came when the dog stole a 
ball and ran off stage.

 “Some of the best parts of the show are unplanned.”
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 This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then,  
answer part B.

 Part A

Which best describes mayor Ron Ramirez’s opinion about the 
talent show last year?

 The talents could have been more entertaining.

 Most of the event was enjoyable to watch.

 The acts were very difficult to judge.

 The show had funny moments.

 Part B

Choose the sentence that best supports the answer to part A.

 “It was a great night and lots of fun.”

 “However, it was also very hard to give fair scores.”

 “A special talent is like a gift.”

 “It’s also a chance to see what gifts others have to offer.”

 Which sentence is an opinion?

 There are some terrific prizes for performers this year.

 The first-place winners will receive a gift card from Terry’s 
Toy and Hobby Shop.

 They will also be treated to dinner for four at the China 
Palace Restaurant.

 Second- and third-place winners will receive gift cards from 
Megafoods Grocery Store and from Sandy’s Sandwiches.
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 How does the author feel about the talent show? Include 
examples from the passage to support your answer.
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 Which sentence is written correctly?

 First, roll the clay into a smooth ball.

 First roll the clay, into a smooth ball.

 First roll the clay into a smooth, ball.

 First roll, the clay, into a smooth ball.

 Choose the sentence that contains an error in grammar usage.

 Sound travels through air, water, and solids.

 Joints such as knees elbows and wrists, are easily injured.

 Dolphins can sense other dolphins, prey, and obstacles in 
their path.

 The sound of a jackhammer is loud, low pitched, and 
dangerous for the ears.

 Which sentence is written correctly?

 Three incredible explorers from history are Francisco 
Pizarro, Christopher, Columbus, and Sacajawea.

 Three incredible explorers from history are Francisco 
Pizarro, Christopher, Columbus and Sacajawea.

 Three incredible explorers from history are Francisco 
Pizarro, Christopher Columbus, and Sacajawea.

 Three incredible explorers from history are Francisco Pizarro 
Christopher Columbus, and Sacajawea.
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Writing

 Mischa is writing a report about peasant life in the Middle Ages. 
Read the paragraph from her report. Underline the two words 
that are spelled incorrectly.

Peasants had a tough life during the Middle Ages. Many did 
not have much money, so they only baught the food and basic 
supplies they could afford. Men were usually hardworking 
farmers, and they often fought in battles. If you were the son 
or doughter of a peasant, it was most likely that you would be 
a peasant for the rest of your life.


